LA Task Force on Telehealth Access		Minutes
	Date and Time:
	Monday, May 15, 2017    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

	Location:
	In-Person: 8550 United Plaza Blvd Suite 500, Baton Rouge, LA 70809, Pontchatrain Room at Louisiana Health Care Quality Forum 
Meeting Link:  https://meet.lync.com/lhcqf/ldufour/gt2s97p6
Meeting number:  8772569514
Access code: 2252397336
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	Agenda Topic
	Minutes

	1. 
	Welcome and Introductions:  
	The meeting was opened. Lonnie DuFour welcomed all members.  

	2. 
	 Review/Approval of previous Meeting Minutes
	 No minutes from April meeting as no official meeting was held due to lack of having a quorum of attendance.  Lonnie DuFour expressed the importance of attendance.

	3. 
	MS/LA Legislation Review
	MS Legislature Parity Law Senate Bill 2209
A line by line review of Lonnie’s review was conducted.  
General comments were made, such as definitions in MS bill should reflect and pertain to LA; Example of Audio only option in LA. 

It was suggested that we must have our own draft to get started. 

Discussion was held on ensuring we don’t “undo” telehealth options through legislation that have worked fine for years, case in point, “store and forward”.  

Dr. Singh asked for clarification: Small rural hospitals contract with organizations all over the world for store and forward. Example of an on-call radiologist in Australia receiving images from US and sending back a report. We do not want to undo a process or practice that has worked in the past.

All health insurance plans must provide coverage for telehealth as they would in-person encounter.

Section II (well received); Section III – MS is structured differently than LA; most of this section would not be applicable in LA. 

MS Legislature 2646
Primarily addresses store and forward; possibly some overlap w/ MS 2209.
 Discussion was again held on being cautious about not legislating ourselves out of something that has worked successfully in Louisiana for many years.

Discussion was also held on the qualifications for RHM. It was our opinion that if the patient qualifies for home health, he or she should qualify for RHM. 
Home Care Assn. – speak on qualifications; we shouldn’t overregulate or underregulate.
Discussion was held on RHM Reimbursement.
Suggested removal of “one-time fee/payment” phrase. Patients will often need several visits to be properly trained.
Draft and semi-annual report will be addressed in the next meeting, tentatively scheduled for June 12, 2017. Final draft not needed by next meeting, but Semi-annual report will be due. 

	4. 
	Discussion on Semi-Annual Report
	Due at end of June.
Major topics: Reimbursement, legislation for next year’s session.
Transition in healthcare from brick and mortar to telemedicine to direct-to-consumer.

	5. 
	Questions/Discussion
	Next meeting will be June 12, 2017

	6. 
	Adjourn
	Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm.



		
